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Course Description: 

This year–long language arts course is designed to expand and develop analytical and 

interpretive skills in literature.  As well as help to improve communication skills through 

developing writing skills, language competency, listening and oral communication, and reasoning 

skills.  Instruction emphasizes the application of the process and strategies students need to 

speak, listen, write, and research effectively for a variety of purposes. 

Goals & Objectives: 

Upon completing this course, students should increase their current reading and writing levels by 

at least one grade level.  Using a variety of assessments (all administered at the beginning of the 

year), students will set both academic and personal goals for the school year.  In order to 

accomplish this goal, the following objectives will be focused on during the year: 

 Citing textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 

as inferences drawn from the text. 

 Determining a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through 

particular details; provide a summary of the text free of personal opinions or 

judgments. 

 Describing how a particular story or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes 

as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a 

resolution. 

 Determining the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific 

word choice on meaning and tone. 

 

 



 Comparing and contrasting texts in different forms or genres (e.g. stories and 

poems; historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to 

similar themes and topics 

 

 Writing informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 

concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of 

relevant content. 

 Writing narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 

effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 

sequences. 

 Conducting short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several 

sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 

 Engaging effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 

groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on various topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Themes for Instruction: 

Quarter 1 (August 31- November 4)       Bold Actions 

Quarter 2 (November 3 – January 26)    Perception and Reality 

Quarter 3 (January 27  – April 1)           Guided By a Cause 

Quarter 4 (April 2– June 11)                  Stuff of Consumer Culture 

 

AVID at W.A. Perry Middle School 
 
AVID (Advancement via Individual Determination) is a college and career readiness program 

designed to ensure students are academically and socially prepared for success.  AVID is offered 

as an elective class as well as various AVID strategies are implemented school-wide.  The 

program will continue to focus on ORGANIZATION during its second year of implementation, as it 

is a skill important in schools, careers, and other aspects of daily life.  All students are required to 

have an AVID binder, pencil pouch, sheet protectors, and dividers to assist them with being 

organized.   

 

Course Requirements: 

1. Students are required to have the following items: loose leaf paper, composition books, 

pencils, 1 ½ inch three- ring binder, flash drive, and personal headphones.  

2. Students will be responsible for actively participating and tracking both their Self-Selected 

Reading and Guided Reading (Whole class novel, short story, informational text, or 

poetry studies) participation. 



3. Students will be responsible for keeping and maintaining a Writing Binder; that will 

include brainstorming, rough, and final drafts on ALL essays from the year.  Students will 

also be responsible for keeping all graded rubrics in this binder. 

4. Full participation and cooperation in all class and homework assignments. 

5. Complete and submit all class and homework assignments on the given due dates. 

6. All responses to work (oral, written, and electronic) must be answered using complete 

sentences, unless otherwise stated. 

7. All submitted written work must be clean, neat, legible, and complete. 

8. In case of absence, students are responsible for completing and handing in assignments 

by specified due date. 

 

W.A. Perry Middle School Microsoft Teams Expectations 
Be on time and prepared for class. 
Find a comfortable location for online class that is quiet and free of distractions.  
Be respectful of your teacher and other classmates when they are speaking. 
Mute yourself when entering the online classroom. 
Do your best to keep the camera on. Appropriate virtual backgrounds can be used. 
Use the chat button to type questions or add comments to the conversation. 
If you have a question use the raise hand feature. 
Show proper "netiquette" at all times. 
Follow all RCSD1 Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) guidelines.  
Be patient and try your best! 

 

 

 (Redo/Retake Policy): 

Grades 3-12 

 Richland County School District One is implementing a Redo/Retake Plan as a strategy to help 
ensure mastery learning for students.  Nationwide, educators are continuously looking for 

methods to incorporate into the classroom, which would increase opportunities for students to 
master content/skills in order to be successful in school. The practice of allowing students to 
retake assessments, after receiving additional tutoring or instructional support, gives some 

students additional time to learn as well as deepens their understanding of concepts.  

   

Redo/Retake Plan guidelines have been developed to ensure consistent implementation across 
the district.    

These guidelines include specific assessments that students will be given an opportunity to 
redo/retake.   

  

 Assessments covered include the following:   

 weekly assessments,  

 classroom tests/quizzes, and  



 class projects.     

  

Assessments not covered include the following:   

 homework,   

 daily classwork,  

 late work,  

 nine week exams, and  

 final exams.  

   

General Guidelines  

1. Students who score below 70 can redo/retake up to three (3) assessments/projects per 
marking period. Students will have only one opportunity to redo/retake each assessment.  

2. The higher grade achieved up to 70 (original or redo) will be recorded.   
3. The teacher determines the re-teaching/tutoring opportunity required prior to the student 

retaking the assessment.   

  

Retakes will cover same objectives but will not be the original 
assessment/assignment. Alternative assignments may be required at the 
teacher’s discretion since some assessments/assignments may not be 
replicated.  

4. The redo/retake opportunity will occur no later than within five (5) days of the end of the 
marking period.  

  

Student Procedures  

1. The student must complete a Redo/Retake Plan of Study.  

2. Sign and get parent/guardian signature.  

3. Submit the Plan of Study to the teacher within three (3) 
school days of receiving the assessment score below 70.    

  

Academic Dishonesty: 

 

Dishonesty is an unacceptable behavior at W.A. Perry Middle School.  Students not turning in 

authentic work will be given an alternate assignment to complete for grading.  However, any 

student caught cheating on a MAJOR ASSESSMENT will not be able to complete or make up the 

assessment.  In this case parents will be notified and the child’s grade will be recorded as ZERO 

(0) in the gradebook. 



 

Grading Procedures: 

Students will be given a variety of assignments and assessments to measure their performance 

throughout the year.  These assignments/assessments include: class work, homework, quizzes, 

test, special projects, and notebook checks.  Students will be given prior notice as to which 

assignments/assessments will be graded and of which of the following categories they fall under: 

 Class Work  25% 

 Quizzes  25% 

 Homework  10% 

 Tests/Projects  40% 

 

 

 

 

Homework: 

 

Homework is assigned to students and posted in the classroom on a regular basis as a way to 

supplement and strengthen the students’ regular classwork.  Typically, homework should take 

students about 20 minutes nightly.  Parents of a student who is ill and will be absent from school 

three or more consecutive days may request assignments by contacting the guidance office.  If a 

parent feels a student will not be able to do his or her homework during the week, a request 

should be submitted to the teacher stating the reason.  The grade penalty assessed for daily work 

turned in late is 10% per day.  The grade earned on a long-term project will be lowered by one 

letter grade per day, past the due date. Parents can access students’ grades at any time by 

accessing their child’s online grade book through Parent Portal. In compliance with Richland 

School District One’s Grading Policy, letter grades will be awarded based on numeric averages: 

 

 

 A= 90-100 

B= 80-89 

C= 70-79 

D= 60-69 

   F= Below 60 

Conduct: 

W.A. Perry students are to show responsible behavior at all times.  Respect for parents, teachers, 

staff, and fellow students are expected to ensure that our environment is always ready for 

teaching and learning.  Improper student behaviors would be considered those that interfere with 

the learning environment, safety of others, and the orderly function of the school. The correction 

of improper behavior will be carried out in a positive and effective manner.  The following 

procedures are utilized in correcting improper student behavior. 



1.  Teacher-student conference 

2.  Teacher-parent conference 

3.  Lunch detention 

4.  Referral of student to guidance counselor 

5. Disciplinary referral 

6.  Administrator and parent conference 

7. Detention assigned by administrator 

IF STUDENT CONTINUES WITH UNDESIRABLE BEHAVIOR AFTER SCHOOL DETENTION 

8.  In school suspension (ISS) 

9. Out of school suspension 

10. Recommendation for expulsion 

*Please note that the severity of the misbehavior will dictate which of the above 

consequences will be used as well as the order in which they will be used. 

 

Attendance and Tardy Policy: 

Due to our virtual learning circumstances attendance is still required. 

Any student who accumulates more than 10 absences faces the possibility of being retained.  

When absent from school, it is your responsibility to obtain any missing classwork or homework 

from the teacher.  This work should be turned in within three (3) days of you returning to school, 

for grading without any grade deductions.  Any work turned in after those three (3) days will result 

in a 10% deduction for each day that it is late. 

The current bell schedule has an allotted 5 minutes for students to travel from class to class. Any 

student not in class after the tardy bell rings will be asked to sign the tardy log.  For those 

students that are tardy without a pass, the following procedures are in place: 

1st Tardy:  Warning 

2nd Tardy: Warning 

3rd Tardy: Warning 

4th Tardy: Warning/call to Parent 

5th Tardy: Saturday Detention 

6th Tardy: Disciplinary referral 

7th Tardy: 1 Day Out of School Suspension 



8th Tardy: 2 Days Out of School Suspension 

Each subsequent tardy will result in a suspension.  

Detach and return this portion, keep the top for your records. 

I have read and understand the requirements and procedures outlined by Mrs. Fogle for the 

2020-2021 school term. 

____________________________ (parent’s signature)  Date: __________________ 

____________________________ (parent’s email)  __________________ 

(telephone #) 

____________________________ (student’s signature 


